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SBA Fact Sheet (ZFE)

Enterprise and Industry

2013 SBA Fact Sheet

Continuing the trend noted in past issues of SBA fact
sheels, in 2012 the UK stil has one ol the mosl
compatitve  business  environments  in | Ewrope,
Perfonmance is in line with the EU average on think
small first and single market aspects and is above
average in other areas (second chance, responsive
administration, state aid & public procurement,
Intemationalisation, access to finance, envinonment
and skills & innowation). The Word Bank “Doing
Business' Reporl places the UK in seventh place
overall, second place in the G8.

In 2012, the Uniled Kingdom implementsd a few

policy measures addressing threa out of tha ten polcy
areas under the Srmall Business Act *

This builds on recent measures taken in most SBA
areas. Thus, many policy instruments are already in
place, making further action less needed than in othar
Member Stales.

Tha United Kingdom has not adopied a specfic
strafegy fo implement the S8A However, owrent
SME policy is linked to fhe SBA and its associated
cribéria and is fully in ling with the aims of the SBA.
The UK govemment brought in & number of measures
o implarment the SBA in 2012, The locus has been on
making swe that the advice and the axiemal
monilorng of SBA mglementation in the UK is camed

UNITED KINGDOM

out by non-governmental organisations, but only in the
sensa that all polickes (including that relating to SMEs)
are exiemally monitored by the Commons Select
Committee. The SME ervoy's nole o monitor the
“Think Small Firsl' principle, the use of the SME esi,
and 1o press smart regulation is siso of paricular
imporance. The UK emvoy is leading as ‘rapporneur
on smart regulation at EU leval. The LK SME ammoy
maintains dislogue with business organisations (e.g.
FSB, BCC, EEF, atc.). engaging with them and
consulling ahead of every SME envoy network
maating,

The United Kingdom does nol provide an annex on
SBA implementation. but its yearly Mational Feform
Programme includes many policies and aclions al
reflect the overarching asm expressed in the 2011
Plan for Growth. The aim is o make the LUK the best
place in Europe to star, finance and grow a business,
including action on financing, o reduce buresscracy,
training, afc. In tha LK, there ame structured (formal or
informal) mechanims of consulation between SME
armvoys and SME stakeholdars.

Thit UK's SBA performance: Status quo and development over 2008-13"
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