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Fukuoka Prefecture 
 

Seiken Graphics Inc.  (Fukuoka City) 
 A world-first system for manufacturing "four-page spread" super-wide 
panorama space  
 

Parama-Tech Co., Ltd.  (Fukuoka City) 
 Developing and manufacturing world-first mobile ECG recorders 
 

Watanabe Engineering Corporation  (Fukuoka City) 
 Manufacturing rim lines for producing vehicle wheels  
 

Shingo Denzai Co., Ltd.  (Omuta City) 
 Developing traffic signals by using its visibility enhancement, 
energy-saving, and other unique technology  
 

COMPUTER ENGINEERIHG INC. (Kita Kyushu City) 
 Mold-purpose CAD/CAM systems geared strictly to needs  
 

MATSUSHIMA Machinery Laboratory Co., Ltd.  (Kita 

Kyushu City) 
 Developing various noncontact level gages for use in blast furnaces in 
steelmaking plants  
 

Seibu Giken Co., Ltd.  (Koga City) 
 Developing honeycomb rotors, the heart of desiccant dehumidifiers  
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Lumica Corporation  (Koga City) 
 Top-ranking manufacturer of chemiluminescents that produce no heat  
 

Otsuka Seiko Co., Ltd.  (Kasuya Gun) 
 Realizing jigs with errors of 0.5µm by using super-precision grinding 
technology  
 

Daiichi Institution Industry Co., Ltd.  (Kasuya Gun) 
 Manufacturing automatic transportation equipment compatible with 
clean rooms  
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The world’s first “4-page 
wide center spread”, 

Super Panorama 
newspaper production 

system 
 

Seiken Graphics 
Inc. 

[Head Office] 1-1, Hakataekimae 
1-chome, Hakata-ku,  

Fukuoka City 
Fukuoka Prefecture 
Established in 1950 
Tel +81-92-432-7711 

[Saga Works] 135, Yoshida, 
Yoshinogari-cho, Kanzaki-gun, 

Saga Prefecture 
Tel +81-952-52-8679 

Website URL: 
http://www.seiken-g.com/

Masakazu Namita 
President 

Provide assistance in creating value-added space makeup.  Combined with 
the printing press, the system allows for a greater impact with the 4-page wide 
panorama printing. 

The unique technology and development capability brought out the mailroom equipment 
enjoying a market share of about 70% in Japan  
 

Conveyor system (newspaper transfer equipment), one of the leading products of the company, is used for the 
combination with the newspaper presses manufactured by other suppliers as well.  These conveyors boast a share as 
large as 70% in Japan.  The company also has a product lineup of "Seiken 65 Offset Press," which is fast, 
space-saving, and material-saving, along with other types of newspaper printing presses and its peripheral equipment.  
The company has developed these equipment on its own, and its development capability created the SPS system. 
 
The newspaper printing industry gives attention to SPS 
 

SPS is highly evaluated and noted mainly by advertisement clients and newspapers requiring high expressivity in 
the newspaper printing.  Such recognition stems from these causes: (1) highly realistic and highly expressive super 
panorama is suited as a medium for advertisement strategies for expensive products including real estate, upmarket 
cars, apparel, and ornaments; (2) taking orders for printing super panorama with high value added from competitors 
having no SPS allows the company to increase the availability factor of its own equipment and profitability. 
 The company has been proposing products that meet the needs of the newspaper printing industry 
consistently for the past 56 years since its establishment.  The SPS system can satisfy the needs 
worldwide. 

The Super Panorama System gives high expressivity to newspaper 
printing  
 

The Super Panorama System (SPS) combines with newspaper printing press to 
provide the world-first four-page wide center-spread."  The company developed this 
system with the cooperation of The To-o Nippo Press Co., Ltd. of Aomori Prefecture, 
Japan.  The company has already delivered five of these systems to the customers in 
Japan, six in China, one in the Philippines, and another in Australia.  More than 100 
million copies have been printed worldwide. 

Various folds are 
available 

SPS production in Australia  SPS printing at 60,000 cph  
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Developing and 
manufacturing world-first 

mobile ECG recorders 
 

Parama-Tech 
Co., Ltd. 

 
2-19-8, Sharyo, Higashi-ku, 

Fukuoka City,  
Fukuoka Prefecture, 

 
Established in 1988 

TEL +81-92-623-0813 
 

http://www.parama-tech.com/
Tetsuji Fukami 

President 

Developing and manufacturing world-first mobile ECG recorders, the company enjoys a 
share of more than 90% in Japan 

With its predecessor corporation having gone bankrupt, the current president and the 
remaining employees set up a new company with "technology" as its strength 
 

Having inherited the trademarks, industrial property, and other assets of its predecessor, Parama Co., Ltd., 
which had developed world-first automatic blood pressure gages (sphygmomanometers), the present company 
was set up by the current president with employees.  Based on its basic philosophy "Develop one-of-a-kind 
products that our competition cannot imitate," the company is doing business on its three pillars: "medical 
equipment mainly for medical establishments," along with "home medical service" and "overseas operations."  
 
Success in developing and manufacturing world-first mobile ECG recorders  
 

Of all sudden deaths, which number more than 70,000 per year, 70% are said to stem from heart disease.  If 
patients in poor physical condition know on their own if it is due to their poor heart condition, they can prevent 
heart disease.  Based on such concept, the company developed and manufactured world-first mobile ECG 
recorders.  These palmtop units allow users to easily measure their ECG condition and come equipped with an 
automatic analyzer that expresses any heart anomalies in waveforms on charts. 
 
With its slogan saying "Help increase the average life expectancies of the whole world," the 
company enjoys a share of more than 90% in Japan and is going abroad  
 

To sell its mobile ECG recorders directly to consumers, the company began in 2003 to supply them on an 
Original Equipment Manufacturing (OEM) basis through large corporations in addition to sales under its own 
brand.  The sum of OEM and non-OEM sales totals a share of more than 90% in Japan.  The company's 
products are highly evaluated by parties overseas, culminating in the fact that transactions with EU are 
becoming specific, indicating that the company is ready to make a great leap.  By linking medicine with 
engineering, the company also aims to list its stock on a stock exchange.  It won a 2005 Award from The 
Medium and Small Business Research Institute.

ECG recorder 

Palmtop, easy to use, 
accurate, reliable 

Palm ECG recorder
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Manufacturing rim lines 
for producing vehicle 

wheels 
 

Watanabe 
Engineering 
Corporation 

 
1-2-1, Aioi-cho, Hakata-ku, 

Fukuoka City,  
Fukuoka Prefecture 

 
Established in 1949 

TEL +81-92-581-0331 
 

http://www.watanabe1886.com

Hideo Watanabe 
President 

Manufacturing rim lines (equipment for manufacturing vehicle wheels) for automatically 
and consistently conducting all processes of producing vehicle wheels (rim wheels).  The 
company enjoys a domestic share of more than 80% for rim lines. 

Supporting the automobile industry, a key industry of Japan  
 

The automobile industry is one of the key industries of Japan.  In that industry, rim lines (equipment for 
manufacturing vehicle wheels) automatically and consistently conduct all processes that produce rim wheels, ranging 
from coil material cutting, coiling, welding, trimming, forming, assembly, then to precision inspection.  The 
company deals with vehicle wheel manufacturers both at home and abroad as one of the leading rim line 
manufacturers in Japan. 
Using its cultivated technology to begin 
manufacturing rim lines  
 

In 1886, the company was founded as a factory attached to a 
local old wholesaling corporation, being in charge of water pumps 
and other equipment.  After World War II, the company designed 
and manufactured industrial machines, including mine-use 
emergency cars and thin plate processing plants for steel refinery.  
By using the technology and know-how involved in those areas, 
the company began to handle rim line manufacturing plants in 
1967.  Customized production lines are designed and 
manufactured that meet customer needs. 
 
Also helping to cut costs in the factory shop floor  
 

In these rim lines, the company is committed to making its steel 
wheels high-tech and more advanced in appearance and to 
reducing their weight.  In aluminum wheels, the company 
introduced epoch-making technology into the equipment, thus 
making major cuts in material expenses.  
 The company uses the technology and know-how that it has 
been cultivating, and is expanding to the design and manufacturing 
of production lines for food and housing manufacturers. 

Rim line (assembly line) 

Rim line (forming line) 
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Developing traffic signals 
by using its visibility 

enhancement, 
energy-saving, and other 

unique technology 

Shingo 
Denzai  

Co., Ltd. 
 

1-29, Shinko-machi, Omuta City, 
Fukuoka Prefecture 

Established in 1972 
TEL +81-944-56-8282 

 
http://www.shingo-d.co.jp/

Kohei Itonaga 
President 

Flashing its pseudo-lighting prevention (vehicle signals) and lens whitening (pedestrian 
signals) due to sunlight hitting traffic signals directly, and with a multiple lens system 
with its developed light shield as its weapon, the company entered the market hitherto 
oligopolized by large companies.  The company now devotes its energy to spreading its 
energy-saving, long-life LED lights. 

With his technology learned in Tokyo as his leverage, the founder set his company up in his 
hometown in 1972. 
 
Shingo Denzai Co., Ltd. was set up in 1972 by Takashi Itonaga (today's honorary chairman), who had engaged in 
works of installing traffic signals in Tokyo.  He set up the company on returning home to his hometown of Omuta.  
In 1987, the company became the first in Japan to have developed aluminum traffic signal housings (a recyclable 
outer frame for traffic signals), replacing the rust-prone traffic signals made of steel plate.  By using its high 
flexibility that is peculiar to smaller corporations like itself, the company developed products that meet customer 
needs and entered the market of traffic signals, which had hitherto been oligopolized by large corporations. 
 

Conventional traffic signal 

Traffic signal with protection 
against the evening sun 

Thin LED lights 
+ U arm 

The company developed Japan's first traffic signals with 
protection against the evening sun and traffic signals with 
view angle limitation, thus greatly helping to reduce traffic 
accidents. 
 
The company was made famous by its traffic signals with protection against 
the evening sun, which were released in 1992.  "Direct light from the 
morning and evening sun makes the traffic lights hard to see, and presents 
danger to human lives," said the wife of the current honorary chairman.  
This triggered the company to develop traffic lights with protection against 
the evening sun by combining multiple lenses with a light shield.  These 
signals were then adopted by the Metropolitan Police Department, which 
presented a turning point for the company to turn from an OEM 
manufacturer into a manufacturer of its own brand.  The company then 
developed signals with view angle limitation, which allow the visible range 
to be limited, thus greatly helping to reduce traffic accidents. 
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Ahead of its competition, the company developed 
energy-saving, long-life thin aluminum die-cast cabinets 
designed specifically for LEDs. 
 
The company began with developing blue LED arrow lights based on blue LEDs 
developed a decade before.  To spread energy-saving, long-life LED lights (for 
vehicles and pedestrians), the company developed special-purpose thin aluminum 
die-cast cabinets ahead of its competition, while obtaining certification under ISO 
14001 as a positive drive for sustainability.  The company is also known as 
Japan's only manufacturer owning a consistent production line for traffic 
signals, boxes, and poles for traffic signal equipment. 
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Mold-purpose CAD/CAM 
systems geared strictly to 

needs 
 

COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING 

 INC. 
 

1-5-15, Hikino, Yawata Nishi-ku, 
Kita Kyushu City,  

Fukuoka Prefecture 
 

Established in 1978 
TEL +81-93-642-4541 

 
http://www.cei.co.jp/japanese/t

op/index.html

Shuji Yamaguchi 
President 

The company developed unique mold-purpose CAD/CAM systems combining 
two-dimensional patterns with three-dimensional ones and responded thoroughly to fine 
user needs, thus accomplishing a share of 30% in Japan. 

Completing integrated CAD/CAM systems for the molding industry  
 

The company has been handling various CAD/CAM systems and measurement control systems in the factory 
automation field since its cradle years.  Above all, in the field of goods for the molding industry, the company 
completed integrated CAD/CAM systems, thus being a pioneer. 
 
Developing industry-specific products to meet user needs thoroughly  
 

Because of their nature, mold-manufacturing systems vary according to the manufacturer and product and are 
almost customized.  The company-developed software is general-purpose packages designed for the molding 
industry, but they have the advantage of being able to respond to delicate system changes according to user needs, 
which cannot be accommodated by ordinary software developers. 
 
Also developing and manufacturing unique systems combining two-dimensional with 
there-dimensional systems  
 

The company also introduced commands that use three-dimensional CAD functions in some areas, mainly 
two-dimensional CAD systems, thus incorporating a three-dimensional visual design in drawing design in an attempt 
not only to shorten lead times but to enhance the quality as well.  The company thus developed and manufactured 
unique systems combining two-dimensional with there-dimensional systems.  
 The company's software is used by more than 30% of domestic mold manufacturers, thus allowing the company to 
enjoy the largest share in Japan.  The company is working to enter South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, and other 
economies of Asia as well. 

Three-dimensional data interface 
functions with a two-dimensional CAD 

Three-dimensional data taken in can be 
easily turned into drawings inside the 
two-dimensional CAD system. 

Three-dimensional optional design 
function  
 
These systems combine 
two-dimensional functions with visual 
three-dimensional design functions, 
ranging from three-dimensional models 
taken in to layout development. 

Automatic generation of NC data  
 
Machining information added to CAD 
data is used to automatically generate 
NC data, including those with 
machining centers and wire cutting 
designed for machining mold parts. 
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Developing various 
noncontact level gages for 

use in blast furnaces in 
steelmaking plants 

 

MATSUSHIMA 
Machinery 
Laboratory  

Co., Ltd. 
 

461, Oaza Norimatsu, Yawata 
Nishi-ku, Kita Kyushu City, 
Fukuoka Prefecture 

 
Established in 1949 

TEL +81-93-691-3731 
 

http://www.matusima.co.jp/

Toru Matsushima 
President 

The company enjoys a 100% share in the field of mechanical level gages designed 
specifically for blast furnaces, in which the company boasts 40 years of experience.  The 
company has also delivered more than 300 blast furnace meters based on microwaves, 
which the company developed by using its unique expertise. 
Japan's first company to have developed tank level meters for powdered materials  
 

The company was founded by the grandfather of the current president.  It was then developed by Hiroshi, the 
father of the current president.  The company is thus a three-generation company.  The company's major products 
are level gages used in distributing raw materials in silos of cement materials and products and in blast furnaces in 
steelmaking plants, among others,  Since the company became Japan's first company to have developed tank level 
meters for powdered materials, the company has been devoting its efforts to the development of contact level gages.  
The company has now developed various noncontact level gages such as ultrasonic and microwave types on its own, 
turning them into a series.  These level gages for measuring powder and liquid levels are highly evaluated by 
industrial corporations. 
 
A pioneer in the exchange of companies from different industries  
 

Hiroshi the chairman was a pioneer in exchange among companies from different industries.  He has long been 
chairing Technomix, a group of businesses from different industries, and is also active as chairman of the Fukuoka 
Prefecture Council for Exchange of Businesses from Different Industries.  He is thus a leader among the small and 
mid-size corporations in Fukuoka Prefecture. 
 
Also active in exchange with Asian economies, mainly South Korea  
 

Deeply related to South Korea, the company increased its exports bound to South Korea in full scale as plants for 
steel and other products increased with the development of the South Korean manufacturing industry.  The company 
now has sales centers in South Korea, Taiwan, and elsewhere and has been manufacturing and selling its goods in 
Shanghai, China, as well for the past three years.  In addition to these business tie-ups, the company's sister tie-ups 
with groups of different industries in South Korea, together with other efforts, are highly evaluated, culminating in 
the fact that the company became the first Japanese entity to have won an Award of the South Korean Director of the 
Industrial Resources Department and an Award for Foreign Investment Corporation. 
 

Ultrasonic level gage Microwave level gage 
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Developing honeycomb 
rotors, the heart of 

desiccant dehumidifiers 
 

Seibu Giken 
Co., Ltd. 

 
3108-3, Aoyagi, Koga City, 
Fukuoka Prefecture 

Established in 1965 
TEL +81-92-942-3511 

 
http://www.seibu-giken.co.jp/ Fumio Kuma 

President 

Two decades ago, the company became the world's first to have commercialized 
dehumidifying rotors based on silica gel.  Its silica gel rotors enjoy a share of 30% in the 
world. 

Using the original version of "university-based venture" and a national subsidy  
 

The company was founded in 1965 by Toshimi Kuma, the father of the current president. Toshimi changed jobs 
from the position of assistant at Kyushu University and his project could have been called "a university-based 
venture," as it could now be called.  In 1984, the company used a technical development subsidy granted by the 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry and commercialized its dehumidifiers based on activated silica 
honeycombs (SSCR), which became the turning point for the company. 
 
Leveraging its patent strategy overseas  
 

The company then sought markets in the world, obtained patents in different countries, and implemented its 
overseas strategy.  The company now holds 45 patents registered overseas and 24 patents applied for. 
 
Winning a world share by using its unique technology  
 

In Japan too, the selection and elimination process has progressed much in the past few years for suppliers of total 
heat exchangers for air-conditioning, culminating in the fact that the manufacturers in Japan have been narrowed 
down to only two.  In that context, the company now uses its unique technology based on ion exchange resin, thus 
winning a high evaluation in the market and enjoying a market share of 70%.  It is a top-ranking company in a niche 
industry.  After Toshimi deceased, his wife, Chieko, took the presidency, which is now inherited by his son, Fumio.  
Fumio is the third president, continuing to make further leaps. 

Honeycomb rotors for 
dehumidifiers 

Total heat exchangers 
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Top-ranking 
manufacturer of 

chemiluminescents that 
produce no heat 

 

Lumica 
Corporation 

 
65, Itogaura, Koga City,  

Fukuoka Prefecture 
 

Established in 1979 
TEL +81-92-942-3211 

 
http://www.lumica.co.jp Shiro Harada 

President 

The world's top-ranking manufacturer of chemical light sticks, "luminescents for 
night-fishing floats," and "festival-purpose luminescents," which light up due to a 
chemical action that produces no heat.  The technology was born during the development 
stage for the Apollo project (1960, USA).  

With chemiluminescents, which produce safe light, the company became top-ranking. 
 

Chemical Lights are chemiluminescents that produce light by their chemical reaction.  They are characterized by 
their "non-use of fire," "no need of batteries," "no heat emission," and "no emission of sparks."  
The company manufactures and sells such products as "Chemi Hotaru," which is a luminescent for night-fishing 
floats based on a chemiluminescent, and "Lumica Light," which is a penlight-shaped stick for use in festivals and 
other organized events.  The company is the top-ranking manufacturer in the market of chemiluminescents.  The 
company is also committed to research and development in new areas.  It manufactures "Lumica Glow Football," 
which is the world's first soccer ball, and other projects, thus doing business aggressively. 
 
The world's longest history  
 

The company began research in chemiluminescents in 1978.  The next year, it began to manufacture "Chemi 
Hotaru," a luminescent for night-fishing floats.  Of all current chemiluminescent manufacturers in the world, the 
company is the oldest, having produced numbers of products under the themes of "discovery and creation" and 
"originality."  
 After that, the company sought markets in the world.  Having obtained patents from various countries, the 
company went abroad.  (It now has 45 patents registered abroad, and 24 patents applied for.)  
 
Leading the world with its standards  
 

One of the reasons why the company is valued as top-notch by the world community lies in the "global standard," 
which the company has been building.  The specifications, uses, functions, shapes, sizes, designs, and other 
characteristics that have so far been born out of the company's trial and error lead the "standards" for 
chemiluminescence.   
 The company name, "Lumica," derives from "luminous" and "chemical."  The name implies the company's 
"continued lighting" of amusement scenes of the world. 

"Chemi Hotaru," a chemiluminescent 
for night-fishing floats 

"Lumica Glow Football," a 
light-emitting soccer ball 
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Realizing jigs with errors 
of 0.5µm by using 

super-precision grinding 
technology 

 

Otsuka Seiko 
Co., Ltd. 

 
1102-5, Befu, Shime-machi, 

Kasuya Gun,  
Fukuoka Prefecture 

 
Established in 1982 

TEL +81-92-931-2511 
 

http://www.otsuka-pr.co.jp
Hiroshi Otsuka 

President 

By using its leading-edge super-precision machining (hole, plane, groove, corner, shaft) 
technology and artisanship, the company has a domestic share of 80% in the field of steel 
jigs and tools.  The company ranks top in its technology for reducing the error from 1 µm 
(which used to be regarded as the limit) to 0.5 µm.

Jigs for manufacturing magnetic resistance (MR) heads  
 

Jigs for manufacturing magnetic resistance (MR) heads, which are a key part indispensable to HDDs, have 
submicron-order dimensional tolerances.  The company's expertise that realizes an error of only 0.5 µm is highly 
valued by lots of customers, thus ranking top in its domestic share (80%) in that area.  
The company has once delivered ceramic jigs to a leading manufacturer.  As a result, the latter's percentage 
defective declined from nearly 5% to 0%.   
 

Technology pursuit and personnel training  
 

Otsuka Seiko was founded in 1982, when Kyushu began to be called the Silicon Island.  The company began to 
operate as a manufacturer of IC-related jigs.  
 As the company has grown up to be a corporation whose pursuit of expertise is respected by leading 
manufacturers, the company has been training numbers of engineers by its human resources training policy that is 
geared to the characteristics of each worker.  These accomplishments led the company to win "the 23rd Recognition 
of Excellent Employer (Local Community Contribution Award)," sponsored by Nikkan Kogyo Shimbun, Ltd. 

Increasingly super-precision electronics parts  
 

Hard disk drives (HDDs) are increasing in storage capacity day by day.  The "slider," 
as it is called, which is at the tip of the magnetic head of such HDDs, holds a microscopic 
gap as small as about a dozen nanometers from the discs when not at startup or stoppage.  

Ceramic jigs  
 

The company made full use of technology for 
manufacturing steel jigs and tools, thus enabling shaping 
of ceramics, which used to be hard to machine.  The 
company thus realized a technology at Japan's top-ranking 
level in manufacturing ceramic jigs. 

Magnetic head 
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Manufacturing automatic 
transportation equipment 

compatible with clean 
rooms 

 

Daiichi 
Institution 
Industry  
Co., Ltd. 

 
776-17, Oaza Kaminofu, 

Shingu-machi, Kasuya Gun, 
Fukuoka Prefecture 

Established in 1967 
TEL +81-92-941-7600 

http://www.daiichi-shisetsu.co.jp/

Osamu Shinohara 
President 

Having turned from a subcontractor for leading manufacturers into an R&D corporation, 
Daiichi Institution Industry has won a share of about 80% in the market of particle-free 
lifters (Clifter) used in liquid crystal display and semiconductor factories in Japan and 
Southeast Asia.  
From a subcontractor for leading companies to an R&D corporation  
 

Daiichi Institution Industry Co., Ltd. was founded in 1967 by the current president under its corporate philosophy 
of "Work to become the most reliable manufacturer in the world."  At first, the company did business as a 
subcontractor for leading companies, by means such as installing elevators and manufacturing and selling small lifts.  
In an attempt to become a fully fledged manufacturer, the company developed "High Speed Lift (Hilifter)" on its own 
in 1990.  The product won the attention of semiconductor manufacturers and attracted lots of inquiries.  With that 
as the turning point, the company worked to become a fully fledged research and development (R&D) corporation.  
 
Producing "particle-free transportation lift (Clifter)," which is a must in equipment for 
liquid crystal and semiconductor factories 
 

"Particle-free transportation lift (Clifter)" was developed in 1991 as a unit compatible with clean room, was 
adopted by liquid crystal display and semiconductor manufactures and became a must for equipment for liquid 
crystal display and semiconductor factories in later years.  The company then won a share of about 80% both at 
home and abroad. 
 

Having developed "noncontact conveyor (Magic Move)", the company works to put them 
into operation in full scale. 

Spending five years from 1998, the company developed "noncontact conveyor (Magic Move)," which is geared to 
the increasing dimensions of liquid crystal and plasma flat panels.  They are already used by some manufacturers.  
Hopes run high for these units to become a leading product in the near future, suited for the increasing dimensions of 
glass panels. 


